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HONEY BEES

There are 10 species of Honey Bees. The European Honey Bees are
the most common in the United States.

Honey Bees are pollinators of many of our crops including vegetables,
fruits, clover, oilseed, alfalfa seeds, nuts and flower seeds. Honey
Bees make the honey we so enjoy and tend to be more docile.

AFRICANIZED HONEY BEES (KILLER BEES)

They are called Killer Bees because they more aggressively defend
their hives. Rather than one or a few stings typically inflicted by
European Honey Bees, stings from hundreds of Africanized Honey
Bees defending their hive is not unusual.

Although smaller than the European Honey Bee it's very difficult to
physically tell the two bees apart. Africanized bees also help pollinate
crops, but due to their unstable nature, bee keepers shy away from
them.

Africanized Honey Bees are commonly found in Arizona, Southern
Nevada and Southern California north to Kern County, following the
warm weather up the center of the state.

THE COLONY

The colony has a single queen, 10,000 to 50,000 or more workers, and several
hundred males. The workers, all sterile females, do all the work in the hive and
collecting of food and water outside the hive. Queens can live as long as 5 years
while workers live for 5-7 weeks.

Young workers take care of the brood, build the comb, provide hive ventilation, and
guard the hive entrances. Older workers are the one who do the foraging work for
food and water.

A SWARM

After workers have reared several new queens, the old queen and part of the hive
flies out just before one of the new queens is "born". European Bees swarm two to
three times each year.

This swarm generally settles in a bush, tree branch or other similar areas for about
24 hours while scout bees look for a new home. The more returning scout bees
from the same location and the more active their dance, the more likely the swarm
will go to that location.

As a rule, swarms are not aggressive defenders of their territory. Once they settle
into a more permanent home, the aggressive behavior settles down. However,
Africanized bees will swarm whenever they feel threatened, which can be some-
thing as insignificant as starting an electric mower near the hive. The bees have
been known to chase and attack people and animals. Because of their volatility,
Africanized bees may swarm 40 to 60 times a year.
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